School for Life 

Presents Books to GES 

School for Life has presented 6,300 literacy materials in Dagbani and Likpakpaaln valued at GHc l1,OOO to formal schools in the Zabzugu/Tatale District at Zabzugu in the Northern Region. 

Some of the large quantities of primers in , Dagbani and Likpakpaaln which were presented to the schools include Kam Likpakpaaln, Laasabu Malibu among others with the Ncham books to be followed later. 
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Alhaji Abdulai Ziblim Hussein, Deputy Director in-charge of Operations, who presented the materials to the District Office of the Ghana Education Service (GES) said the Service has come out with the National Literacy Accelerated Program which encouraged children from Kindergarten one to Primary three to be taught using the mother tongue as a medium of instruction. Alhaji Hussein stated that School for Life can therefore comfortably say that one of its desired ambitions, helping the child to use his or her fist language as medium of instruction in the lower primary, has been achieved. 


According to the Deputy Director of Operations it is in the light of this development that the Organization is donating these primers for use in the Primary Schools in the Zabzugu-Tatale District especially in Likpakpaaln and Ncham, which do not make the list of Ghanaian languages in which Ghana Education Service has ordered writing of textbooks. He said this was why School for Life was presenting 3,150 reading books and 3,150 Mathematical books in those particular mother tongues. 

He stated that his Organization continued to deliver functional literacy alongside advocating for the use of mother tongue as medium of instruction in the three formative years of the child's education. Alhaji Hussein noted that "this was not an easy nut to crack" as many Ghanaians have a negative attitude towards the use of the mother tongue in the schools. According to him, there were many who held the view that teaching the children in their mother tongue was a waste of time and primitive. 

Alhaji Mohammed Abdul-Rahman Shani, Zabzugu-Tatale District Director of Education, who received the books on behalf of the schools, said with the large quantity of primers donated by the NGO in the Primary Schools particularly in Kindergarten one to Primary three had come at the right time. Alhaji Shani said 142 teachers drawn from Primary one to Primary two were attending five days training workshop on the National Literacy Accelerated Program in the District and will be back to help teach in all the languages spoken in the District. He indicated that this will enable the teachers to deliver effectively, because some of the children cannot perform in Dagbani and said the District has 56 Kindergarten, 93 Primary Schools and two Senior High Schools. 

Alhaji Shani assured School for Life that their relationship with' Ghana Education Service will continue to be strengthened. Source: GNA . 

